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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT NITZAVIM 5776 

by Rabbi Edward Davis 

I. From the Text 

 

1. “You are standing this day all of you before the Lord…” (29:9).  Which day was it? 

 

2. Who are the Geirim, the strangers, who were “in the midst of your camp” when the 

Jewish people entered into the Covenant?  (29:10) 

 

3. In Chapter 29, Verse 28 dots appear in the Torah over some words.  How many times in 

the Torah does this occur (that there are dots over words)? 

 

4. Who were the witnesses to the Covenant between the Nation of Israel and God?  (30:19) 

 

5. What should be our motive in observing the Torah?  (30:20) 

 

 II.  From Rashi 

 

6. Moshe gathers everyone in the extended camp, including woodchoppers and water 

carriers.  Who were they?  (29:10) 

 

7. What sins is the Nation of Israel not responsible for? (Only God is responsible for them.)  

(29:28) 

 

8. What would be your responsibility to the Torah if it were located in Heaven (and not on 

Earth)?  (30:12) 

 

9. How do we know the Torah is close to us?  (30:14) 

 

10. What should we learn from the Heaven and Earth to motivate us in observing God’s will?  

(30:19) 

 

 III. From the Rabbis 

 

11. Why are we bound by a Covenant between Bnei Yisrael and Hashem enacted thousands 

of years ago when we were not there?  (Rabbeinu Bachya, Gur Aryeh on 29:14) 

 

12. What is my responsibility to learn the Torah if the greatest Torah scholars were located 

across the sea?  (Seforno 30:13) 

 

13. Who shall benefit the most from our decision to “choose life” and observe Torah?  

(Rabbi Moshe Feinstein on 30:19) 

 

 IV. From the Haftorah : Isaiah 
 

14. Who shared Israel’s travails in Exile? 

 

 V. Relationships 

 

a) Tzipporah – Amram 

b) Leah – Lavan 

c) Levi – Merari 

d) Yocheved – Chur 

e) Nevayot – Yaakov 

 



 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT NITZAVIM 5776 

 

 

1. The particular day was the day of Moshe’s death.  (7 Adar) 

 

2. The strangers were the non-Jewish element that accompanied the Jews out of Egypt. 

 

3. Fifteen. 

 

4. Heaven and Earth. 

 

5. To love Hashem. 

 

6. Some Canaanites approached Moshe wishing to convert.  Moshe rejected them because they were 

not sincere.  Moshe allowed them to remain with Bnei Yisrael as woodchoppers and water 

carriers. 

 

7. We are not responsible for sins that individuals commit privately. 

 

8. You would be required to scale the Heavens to study the Torah there. 

 

9. We know the Torah is close to us when Hashem gave us not only the Written Torah but the Oral 

Torah as well. 

 

10. Just as the Heaven and Earth do not change their ways and perform God’s will with no benefit of 

reward, so we should be consistent in performing God’s will. 

 

11. According to Rabbeinu Bachya children are like branches of a parental tree, consequently what 

the parents did is binding upon the children because we are in the same body.  Gur Aryeh bases 

this on a principle in the Talmud that a subsequent inferior rabbinic court cannot overrule a 

previous greater court.  Hence what was decided earlier is binding. 

 

12. I am not required to travel the seas to learn from Torah scholars over there. 

 

13. Our offspring are the direct beneficiaries of our decision to choose life.   

 

14. Hashem did. 

 

 Relationships: 

a) Father-in-law Amram 

b) Father – Daughter 

c) Father – Son 

d) Grandmother Yocheved 

e) First Cousins 

 

 


